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Clayton Kershaw Named Gatorade National Baseball Player of the Year 
Texan is among top available prospects in 2006 MLB First Year Player Draft 

 

DALLAS (June 5, 2006) — Entering its third decade of honoring the nation’s best high school 

athletes, Gatorade® Thirst Quencher, in partnership with Scholastic’s Coach & Athletic Director 

Magazine, today announced Clayton Kershaw of Highland Park High School in Dallas as its 

2005-06 Gatorade National Baseball Player of the Year.  

 

The award, which recognizes athletic achievement as well as the academic performance and 

overall character of its recipient, distinguishes Kershaw as the nation’s best high school baseball 

player. A national advisory board comprised of sportswriters and sport-specific experts from 

around the country selected Kershaw from the more than 459,000 baseball players nationwide. 

Kershaw is now a finalist for the prestigious Gatorade Male High School Athlete of the Year 

Award, to be presented at an awards ceremony the afternoon prior to The ESPY Awards in July. 

 

Kershaw, a 6-foot-4-inch, 215-pound senior left-handed pitcher, finished the season 13-0 with a 

0.77 ERA and 139 strikeouts in 64 innings. He led Highland Park to a 31-7 overall record and 

into the Texas Class 4A Region II finals. Highland Park’s playoff run was highlighted by a 

regional quarterfinal win over Justin Northwest on May 19 in which Kershaw pitched a perfect 

game, striking out each of the 15 hitters he faced. Kershaw caps his high school career with a 

school record 38 wins and as a three-time All-District performer, two-time District MVP, and a 

Texas High School All-Star team selection. 

 

A standout in the classroom as well with a 3.7 GPA, Kershaw is signed with Texas A&M but is 

expected to be a high first round draft pick in Tuesday’s Major League Baseball First-Year Player 

Draft. Within its current list of the best available draft prospects, Baseball America ranks 

Kershaw as the top high school player on the board and No. 6 overall. 
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 “Clayton has electric stuff on the mound,” says Highland Park head coach Lew Kennedy. “He 

competes well and has a knack for getting strikeouts in tough situations. He is a humble young 

man who is a great role model for our team and community.” 

 

“Without question, Clayton is deserving of recognition as the nation’s best high school baseball 

player based on his performance and the tremendous ability he’s demonstrated,” said Gatorade 

Senior Vice President of Sports Marketing Tom Fox. “But he is also a shining example to peers 

and aspiring young players of what a leader and a student-athlete should be. He represents 

everything we hope for in a Gatorade Player of the Year recipient.” 

 

The Gatorade Player of the Year program recognizes one winner in each of the 50 states and the 

District of Columbia, and awards one National Player of the Year in five boys sports (football, 

soccer, basketball, baseball, track & field) and five girls sports (volleyball, soccer, basketball, 

softball, track & field). In addition to athletic performance, award criteria include the 

achievement in the classroom and overall character. Previous Gatorade National Player of the 

Year award winners include: 

 

• Reigning American League Most Valuable Player Alex Rodriguez 
• NFL all-time leading rusher Emmitt Smith 
• Two-time NFL Most Valuable Player Peyton Manning 
• Captain of the U.S. men’s national soccer team Claudio Reyna 
• WNBA all-time leading scorer and rebounder Lisa Leslie 
• Beach volleyball gold medalist Kerri Walsh 
• Reigning 200-meter world champion Allyson Felix 
 

For more on the Gatorade Player of the Year program, including nomination information and lists 

of past winners and future announcement dates, visit www.gatorade.com/playeroftheyear. 
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ALL-TIME GATORADE NATIONAL BASEBALL PLAYER OF THE YEAR HONOREES 

 

Year Name High School/Location Status 

2005-06 Clayton Kershaw Highland Park/Dallas, TX High School Senior 

2004-05 Justin Upton Great Bridge/Chesapeake, VA Arizona Diamondbacks Org. 

2003-04 Mark Rogers Mt. Ararat/Topsham, Maine Milwaukee Brewers Org. 

2002-03 Chris Lubanski Kennedy-Kenrick Catholic/Norristown, PA Kansas City Royals Org. 

2001-02 Zack Greinke Apopka/Apopka, FL Kansas City Royals 

2000-01 Casey Kotchman Seminole/Seminole, FL Anaheim Angels 

1999-00 Jason Stokes Coppell/Coppell, TX Florida Marlins Org. 

1998-99 B.J. Garbe Moses Lake/Moses Lake, WA Minnesota Twins Org. 

1997-98 Drew Henson Brighton/Brighton, MI Dallas Cowboys 

1996-97 Darnell McDonald Cherry Creek/Englewood, CO Tampa Bay Devil Rays Org. 

1995-96 Matt White Waynesboro/Waynesboro, PA Tampa Bay Devil Rays Org. 

1994-95 Chad Hutchinson Torrey Pines/San Diego, CA Retired 

1993-94 Doug Million Sarasota/Sarasota, FL Deceased 

1992-93 Alex Rodriguez Westminster Christian/Miami, FL New York Yankees 

1991-92 A.J. Hinch Midwest City/Midwest City, OK Arizona Diamondbacks Mgmt. 

1990-91 Brian Barber Dr. Phillips/Orlando, FL Retired 

1989-90 Todd VanPoppel James Martin/Arlington, TX Retired 

1988-89 Jeff Jackson Simeon/Chicago, IL Retired 

1987-88 Mark Lewis Hamilton/Hamilton, OH Retired 

1986-87 Willie Banks St. Anthony's/Jersey City, NJ Retired 

1985-86 Gary Sheffield Hillsborough/Tampa, FL New York Yankees 

 


